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Learning to Provide Culturally Competent Care
During a one-week workshop hosted by 

Nebraska learned about the growing diversity 
in the state and health professionals’ role in 

“The workshop provided me with a wake-up 

“This was an eye-opening opportunity to 

Britt Commins, of Ogallala, tries on a burka as her peers, from left, Jenna Derr, Rhiannon Sorenson, Joanna Luebbert 
and Amanda Perry,  look on.



three times a year by the University 
-

The University of Nebraska does 

admissions or employment programs 

regental regulations pertaining to 
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RHEN and Nebraska AHECs Award 28 Small Community Grants

to make funds available so Nebraska 

The addition of the Nebraska 

available funds and makes it possible 

The 28 communities that received grants are marked on the map above.

awarded grants: 

“Eliminating Health Disparities: The 

Upcoming Continuing 
Education Conferences
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Geriatric Conference Speaker Emphasizes Patient-Oriented Care
The spread of the disease has been 

of individual diseases and not on 

supported  by the UNMC Center 

Grant Helps to Promote Interest in Health Sciences

Students from the Rosebud Indian Reservation in South Dakota work on a science experiment.

youths on reservations in Nebraska 
and South Dakota to the health 

are to promote student interest in 

“They will learn how to best 
implement those modules during a 

models with input from tribal leaders 

have already been spent visiting the 
reservations in South Dakota and 
Nebraska to establish partnerships 

SEPA grants are designed to 

improve students’ knowledge of 

programs that give students and their 
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“Careers In Health Care 2006” Now Available!

Nebraska LEAD Delegation Visits UNMC

Nebraska LEAD program 
spent the morning at the 
University of Nebraska 

Other presenters and 

Unit and The Lied Transplant 

of the Center for Biopreparedness 

two-bed units that have similar 

The delegation ended the morning 
with a tour of the Lied Transplant 

The LTC 

the skills they will both need when 

“We have been honored to bring 

A booklet that lists every health

The book was published by the
University of Nebraska Medi-

the Nebraska Community College 

Philip Smith, M.D., (center) shows Nebraska LEAD class members 
Matt Alexander (left) and Andrew Stock (right) some of the protec-
tive gear that needs to be worn around patients in the Biocontain-
ment Unit.
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UNMC Honors Rural Doctor with Preceptor Award

The University of Nebraska 

at the UNMC 

annually to an individual who has 

who served on the University of 

the names of their family members 
and what ball teams their kids were 

devoted all of his time and energy to 

Among the students who nominated 

everything that this award aims 

“Through his remarkable 

takes interest in every patient and will 

Dr. Ehresman poses with two students at the March 9 luncheon held in his honor where he 
received the award.

Loren Jacobsen, M.D.

Broken Bow Doctor to Receive J.G. Elliott Award
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Eighth-Graders Impress Judges with Science Projects

Students from Silver Lake Public School and the Adams Central School District participated 
in the 14th Annual Regional Eighth Grade Health/Science Meet held March 16 in Grand 
Island.

that were developed and presented at 
th Annual Regional Eighth Grade 

event was sponsored by Central 

Center and the University of Nebraska 

Students demonstrated their 
knowledge by developing the abilities 

developing a poster board display and 

and visual display are all part of the 

The top winners from all of the 

be invited to attend a state meet at 

An Insider’s Perspective of the Video-Medical Interpreting Services

Although this is very positive in 
the long run (think of Europe where 

One of the areas where this 

Limited English speaking patients 

English language spoken by the term solution to the addition of more 

See VMI continued on page 7
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The Central Nebraska Area Health Education 
Center’s mission is to enhance access to qual-
ity health care in Central Nebraska, particularly 
primary and preventive care.

68801-7279. With questions, please visit the 

Executive Director

Business Coordinator: Mary Roy

Health Science Consultant
Sally K. Husen

Education, Outreach Coordinator
Cindy Paustian

Hablamos Juntos

Project Director: Nicolas J. Mirman

Project Assistant: 

The latter solution will take many 

Central Nebraska Area Health 

initiative funded by the Robert Wood 

of an interpreter has helped to build
a trusting relationship between the

Even though interpreters are not 

thing and maintains the patient’s 

One of the obvious advantages 

Though this is only one of the many 

workshops and meetings using the 

Wood Johnson Foundation to help us 

This will enable us to expand our 

too numerous to mention and the 

of a part of the body with information 

They were a big hit with the 

this year with the help of the Rural 

Video Medical Interpreting
continued from page 6

Productive Year Ahead for Central Nebraska AHEC Says Director
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For many students the best part of the presentation was 

Finally the students were shown different dental molds 

“The NNAHEC presentation by Donovan Roy was 

Education Program Spotlights Oral Health
Northern Nebraska AHEC program coordinator, Donovan Roy, talks to elementary school children about how to properly brush their teeth.
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                      Executive Director    Program Coordinator                                                    

                          Karen Wesche          Marie Janke

Northern Nebraska AHEC and the 

th in 

th through 
th

Presenters made students aware of 
the numerous opportunities available 

great opportunity for Loup County 
students to learn about different health 

Northern Nebraska AHEC was 

providers and women in the Burt and 

He also talked about the signs and 
symptoms of heart disease and how to 

The attendees were served a heart 
healthy dinner and presented with 

something red to remind the women of 

all of the women modeling in it had 

Hospital and Oakland Memorial 

for the Nutrition in Complementary 

interested in the study of alternative 

Northern Nebraska AHEC will 
again be offering Summer Health 

with Midlands Lutheran College 
for students who have previously 

For more information or 

g

Northern Notes

Women and Heart Disease Focus of Feb. 6 Event

Health Professions Highlighted at Expo
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Scottsbluff, NE 69361

Executive Director                                                

Education Coordinator
Melissa Schaub

Lynette Schleicher

th year for the “Body 

The event is sponsored by 

Panhandle AHEC and a registered 

nutrition maintains strong and healthy 
bones and why they should wear 

as some real bones provided by the 
Anatomy and Physiology Department 

Healthy Bones are the Focus of Third Grade Health Fair

The Nebraska Panhandle AHEC Re-Opens
The Nebraska Panhandle 

The staff has wasted no 
time getting down to business 

about keeping their bones healthy 

Several goals were set at the board 

health fairs and developing summer 

grateful for the support of the board of 

Western Nebraska Community 

Memorial Health Center and Teresa 

Gary Hastings Melissa Schaub Lynette Schleicher
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“The Southeast Nebraska AHEC 

“We have been planning for this 

  The new AHEC opened on 

Southeast Community College 

Robyn Henderson has been 

new Southeast Nebraska AHEC (SE-

Before
taking this 

Henderson
was formerly 
the assistant 

Rural Health 

Network at 
the University 
of Nebraska 

Henderson has a master’s degree 
from Johns Hopkins University and 

Henderson has worked for the 

in Kansas City and at the University 

graduated from North Platte Senior 

Robyn Henderson
Named Executive
Director of SE-AHEC

Robyn Henderson

New AHEC in Southeastern Nebraska

The Southeast AHEC will serve 17 counties including: Butler, Saunders, Sarpy, York, Seward, 
Lancaster, Cass, Otoe, Fillmore, Saline, Thayer, Jefferson, Gage, Johnson, Nemaha, Pawnee and 
Richardson.
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NEWSOmaha Urban-AHEC

Hello! My name is Camille 

am roaring to go with many ideas for 

The bulk of my professional 

ranging from housing authority 

admissions to several other genres of 

as my vision for the Omaha Urban 

people skills to forge partnerships 

mentoring initiatives and the greater 

UNMC Summer Health Professions Career Workshop

  

Greetings from the Omaha Urban AHEC Director

Camille Johnson-Arthur
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Two-Day Course Explains the Effects of Radiation

Course instructor Col. John Mercier, Ph.D., at right, shows Nancy Hansen, Kathy Marchant and Mark Irland how to use a radiac survey meter. 
He also explained how to distinguish the differences between alpha, beta and gamma radiation.
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The University of Nebraska 

video shows viewers how to navigate 

what libraries should do – make sure 
information is understandable to the 

as she and her grandmother make a 

and look up health information at the 

signals to those not familiar with the 

members of the library’s diversity 

A streamed version of the video is 

/
For more information or to 

Library Web site at:

UNMC Library Produces How-toVideo on Accessing Health Care

Roxanna Lynn 

of the Rural 

Network and 

of the Nebraska 
AHEC Program 

University of 

and to provide leadership on rural 

The NRHA’s broad membership 
represents people from a variety of 

persons involved in health professions 

The group is responsible for 
managing sessions at the annual 

and providing support for the NRHA 

-

-

-

Roxanna Jokela Selected to Chair National Group
The Next Geriatric Care 

Conference is Set
for July 28 and 29

Roxanna Jokela
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expose health profession students to 

to several students from outside of 

the Southest Nebraska Area Health 

The Northern Nebraska Area Health 

While the SEARCH program is 

“SEARCH programs are valuable 
opportunities for students to 

The program provides an 

These students must also be 

residents and fellows in family 

of students in the behavioral health 

“Meeting a variety of staff members 

The Nebraska SEARCH program 

and underserved areas in Omaha and 

An observation all of the students 

Many of the individuals that seek 

simply needed a friend or someone to 

One student noted: “As a health 
professional we need to learn to listen 

students by sharing information about 

“We also like to have the SEARCH 

students the opportunity to see what 

To see an overview of the program 

The overview is also available 

Nebraska SEARCH Program Attracts Students from Other States

“SEARCH programs are
 valuable opportunities for
 students to experience a 

culture or geographic location 
that is different from what 
they are used to. It expands 

the participants’ horizons and 
provides great life lessons,”

Robyn Henderson, manager.
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Providing Job Shadowing Experiences that Comply with HIPAA

of students 

at their 

The main 

revolves
around
maintaining

regulations and that he or she agrees to 

shadowing is most feasible and does 

shadowing is not feasible in intensive 

Finally, and most importantly, 
ask the patient’s permission – in 
private without the student around 
– whether the person would consent 
to a student observing the medical 
examination or procedure. 


