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Learning Objectives

1. Describe the challenges associated with 

pet issues in the aftermath of Hurricane 

Katrina in 2005

2. Identify issues applicable to pets during 

times of disasters 

3. List 3 things that pet owners can do to 

prepare their pets for a disaster



Hurricane Katrina

¹ VMAT = Veterinary Medical Assistant Team.  Under Dept. 
Homeland Security, FEMA, National Disaster Medical 
System.  60 Human disaster teams, 10 Mortuary service 
teams, 4 Veterinary teams.

¹ VMATs are teams of highly trained veterinarians, veterinary 
technicians and pharmacists supported by FEMA and the 
American Veterinary Medical Association

¹ When deployed we become federalized

¹ Typically serve 14 days

¹ You must ñbe preparedò to ñbe preparedò



What is a VMAT?

¹ Deployed to provide veterinary medical 

treatment and address animal and public 

health issues resulting from natural, man-

made, or any other type of disasters.

¹ VMATs are available to assist the federal 

and states 

¹ Must receive an invitation from the 

affected state in order to be deployed.



Timeline of Events

¹ Put on alert for Hurricane Katrina on Saturday, August 27th

¹ Activated on Sunday, August 28th. Traveled to Memphis, 

then to Dallas, then on to Baton Rouge, LA on Sept 1st.

¹ I was gone from home for 19 days

¹ Many from my team spent 3+ weeks deployed

¹ VMAT operations continued thru December 2005



While in Dallasé.



Baton Rouge, LA

¹ September 1, 2005 drove to Baton Rouge, LA to the campus of 
LSU.

¹ Toured human ambulatory and critical care areas, heli-pad, 
received and treated 15,000 people, security issues 

¹ Stayed in the student recreation center

¹ September 2nd and 3rdïassessments of the veterinary and ag 
infrastructure in parishôs N and NE New Orleans area 

¹ Other skill sets proved critical: navigation, GPS, emotional 
intelligence, communication skills, urgent problem solving, 
resource acquisition

¹ Communication was very, very poor



Heli-Lifting Human Patients



Home Sweet Home



Rural Assessments



Rural Assessments
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Rural Assessments



VMAT at the Airport
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